[Prostate-specific antigen and telomerase in prostatic cancers].
A correlation between the blood level of prostate-specific antigen (PSA) and the prostatic tissue activity of telomerase was analyzed in prostate cancer (PC), low- and high-grade prostatic intraepithelial neoplasia (LG PIN, HG PIN) and in benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH). The study was based on the results of a comprehensive examination of 92 patients from the Clinic of Urology, I. M. Sechenov Moscow Medical Academy. 44% of the patients were diagnosed as having PC; 49% had LG PIN and BPH; 7% had HG PIN and BPH. Active telomerase in the prostate biopsy specimens was found in 98% of the patients with PC, in 33% of those with HG PIN, and in 20% of those with LG PIN. When active telomerase was detected in the prostate biopsy specimens of patients with urological cancer (PC, PIN, BPH, the blood content of total PSA) was statistically significantly higher than that in the absence of this enzyme.